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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 
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Citations and explanations 

N, IS: EP-A1-1 111 748 (already cited in the 

introductory part of the description) discloses 
a busbar coupling as defined in the preamble of 
claim 1. The subject matter of claim 1 differs 
from this prior art especially in that the 
connecting sleeve has an outer electrically 
conductive surface which is earthed and an inner 
electrically conductive surface to which the 
busbar voltage potential is applied, and in that 
the connecting sleeve has a coupling electrode 
embedded in the insulating material. 

As a result of the claimed solution, there is 
provided a very reliable measuring arrangement 
wherein the sensor (coupling electrode) is 
disposed outside the gas compartment of the 
switchgear, thus dispensing with the need for 
gas work when the sensor is replaced. The 
subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not 
suggested by EP-A1-1 111 748 and satisfies the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3). 

The same applies to the busbar coupling defined 
in claim 6 and the gas-insulated switchgear 
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defined in claim 7. 

The other search report citations do not appear 
to be relevant either. 

Dependent claims 2 to 5 relate to useful 
embodiments of the connecting sleeve defined in 
claim 1. 

IA: The industrial applicability of the connecting 

sleeve defined in claims 1 to 5, of the busbar 
coupling defined in claim 6, and of the gas- 
insulated switchgear defined in claim 7 is 
established. 
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